
By popular demand from both 
our many supporters and dig-
gers we have attempted to 
publish our current newsletter 
a bit earlier this year.  Copies 
can be obtained from the 
Stewartry Museum and from 
the shop in Colvend. 

We are going to give a pres-
entation to the Dumfries & 
Council Area Committee Meet-
ing at Gatehouse of Fleet on 
the evening of Monday 21st 
November at 1900 hours and 
anyone who is interested can 
attend. 

 

This season (2005) saw the 
lifting off of the last quadrant 
of turf and peat on the South 
Site and this has now exposed 
the entire cairn and several 
more features than we had 
bargained for.  With the aid of 
the indefatigueable Dave 
Wright and the myriad of 
equipment produced from the 
back of his Land-Rover and 
with the added Australian 
muscle of our two Site Supervi-
sors, “Dave’n Em”, who de-
cided to come to the Dig early  
on in the season, the large 
orthostat on Area 1 was 

prised apart and moved to 
reveal, underneath it, not the 
remains of the Neolithic burial 
earlier speculated, but an Early 
Bronze Age one set into a 
boat-shaped cut and cobbled 
over with granite stones.  The 
cobbling had had some bro-

ken shale-stone tools in-
serted into it.  Unfortunately 
there was  water in the fea-
ture and, to date, no 
amount of draining has suc-
cessfully dried it out for long 
enough to let us have a de-
tailed look at it.  We are led 
to believe that there may be 
an underground spring 
feeding this immediate area 
which would not bode well 
for excavation and re-
cording. 

However, a second smaller 
orthostat was also moved to 
one side and under it was 
another, perfectly preserved, 
E.B.A. burial complete with a 
small, square, centre stone 
covering the cremation de-
posit.  The granite cobbling 
over the burial, again inter-
spersed with a few broken 
stone tools, was sectioned 
by our other, now natural-
ized, Site Supervisor, Roger 
Crowley from Colvend, and 
was put on display through-
out the season. When Roger 
finally examined the burial 
at the end of the season it  

revealed a small teacup-
sized pit into which the cre-

mation material had been 
ritually placed.  Going by the 
size of the pit the deposit 
could only have been a repre-

sentative one. 

No dateable artifacts were 
recovered from either of the 
E.B.A. burials, but we can as-
sume, from the general design 
of the burials, that they are 
contemporary with that exca-
vated on the North Site last 
season which has been dated 
to c. 2300-1800BC. 

To find one E.B.A. burial on 
the South Cairn was a sur-
prise, to have found two was 
a bit 
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of a coincidence, but we would appear to 
have at least eight more of them to exam-
ine.  The one major problem is how we 
are to raise and move the capstones cov-
ering them.  See picture below.  It would 
be very interesting to know just how the 
residents of the Bronze Age settlement 
got them there in the first place! 

The other mystery which we had on the 
South Site has now, happily, been re-
solved.  The three parallel features which 
cross the cairn from North-East to South-
West have turned out to be field drains!  
They have been very skillfully constructed 
and going by their dating, which we can 
get from the depth of peat dug through 
to set them in place, they have to be me-
diaeval.  We have found that one of the 
drains, thus far, has actually been dug 
straight through an E.B.A. burial and the 
capstone utilized as part of the drain lin-
ing.  The exposed burial appears to have 
been backfilled with clay.  At this stage in 
the proceedings we would hypothesise 
that the drains have been constructed by 
the monks of the Cistercian Abbey  

from one of our local student diggers, is 
that it may have been a large “herb 
cairn” and as such would have required 
some drainage.  A great deal of trouble 
has certainly been taken in the con-
struction of the drains and such items as 
quern stones from an earlier occupation 
layer have been recycled into them. 

 

The North Site has yielded confirmation 
of the supposed Neolithic burial cham-
ber entered by means of a passage.  No  
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at Dundrennan who were in residence 

here, grazing vast flocks of sheep, in 
the latter days of the 12th and well into 
the 13th centuries.  So 
far we have not 
been able to work 
out just why the 
monks needed to 
drain a stone cairn.  
The most sensible 
suggestion so far,  
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Capstone under excavation. 

fewer than three flint tools of that era 
have been recovered to date.  The 
chamber, which was shelved, had 
been backfilled during the mediaeval 
era to level off the cairn to allow it to 
be used as a bailey in association with 
the hill immediately to the north (the 
motte). 

At the end of the season a surprise 
discovery was made when a very large, 
flat stone was uncovered adjacent to 
Area 6.  It has proved to be a large 
orthostat sitting on “cushion” stones 
and set into a boat-shaped pit, the 
bows of the boat facing east.  There 
are two adjacent “seal” stones at-
tached to it.  This is reminiscent of the 
similar feature found at the end of the 
last season (2004) which turned out to 
be a high-status E.B.A. burial with a 
dateable artefact recovered from its 
cremation pit.  Further excavation of 
the stone-founded building in Area 5 
has revealed that the construction has 
been L-shaped.  A small cupro-bronze 
buckle, broken in antiquity, recovered 
from the edge of a posthole set into 
the cobbled floor has been 

Confirmed as being of14th century 
date. 

Our Interim Report 2005 will contain 
much more information than is be-
ing disclosed at present and all our 
helpers will be duly acknowledged 
within its pages.  We will also be 
featured in some of the archaeologi-
cal publications over the winter 
months. 

Ingleston Motte Excavation carries on 
as usual under the very able supervi-
sion of Robert McCubbin.  Some of 
our veteran diggers and a few se-
lected students were directed by 
Robert during the season and the 
result of their endeavours has been 
the expansion of the defensive fea-
tures round the edge of the hilltop 
and the cleaning down to natural of 
the previous two years excavation.  A 
smithying furnace was uncovered on 
the northern extremity of the motte 
and it has been carefully excavated 
layer by layer and teased into yielding 
up its secrets including a clench nail 
which  was as bright as the day that it 
was manufactured, pottery and a 
variety of other artefacts which go a 
long way to verifying the dating of 
this defensive feature of the 
12th/13th centuries.  Robert can still 
be contacted on 01556 504859 or e-
mail at  

mccubbin.hillowton@btinternet.com 

and will still be conducting a limited 
excavation during the winter months 

for anyone interested in joining him.  
Regrettably visitors are still not allowed 
on site due to its situation in prime 
agricultural grazing. 

 

This season we had 74 diggers (75 in 
2004), this would appear to be about 
an average number for a season these 
days, and the Committee cannot ex-
press its thanks enough for all of the 

selfless assistance given to the Excava-
tion by all of those volunteers some of 
whom had come especially to be with 
us from the far flung corners of our 
former Empire.  The trying conditions 
of the heat wave put an added strain 
onto some of the older people, but the 
cheerful badinage on site did much to 
dispel any misery caused by the vaga-
ries of the weather.  The break-down 
of the diggers, again not including the 



Thanks to our Site Supervisors, our artist 
(Keith), Webmaster (Stephen) and the 
various academics and experts who 
visited us during the season.  Advice 
and input was gratefully received and a 
lot of encouragement came from the 
large numbers of the public who came 
through the gates and put a coin in the 
boxes (two of which were stolen).  A 
special thank you to “The General” and 
Lady Tessa who, as ever, have made us 
welcome and even brought the  Duke 
of Kent as far as the lane where he 
waved to us.  Fame at last!!  Their sup-
port, encouragement and assistance is 
greatly appreciated and we promise not 
to keep the tractor for too long next 
season. 

 

Lizzie and Alastair 

Impossible-to-categorise Dave Wright—
and his “goody-box” Land Rover—was 9 
Professional diggers both active and 
retired with 2 Dig Dogs (“Mack” and 
“Sedge”), 15 Veteran diggers, 3 Post 
Graduate Archaeologists, 14 assorted 
students from such exotic locations as 
Friebourg and Glasgow, 4 Metal Detec-
torists, 4 visitors for the Time Team Big 
Roman Dig, 3 Members of the Young 
Archaeologists Club, 4 Sixth-Formers, 7 
Scottish Archaeology Month Volun-
teers, 5 C.B.A. Week-end volunteers and 
4 Holidaymakers who wanted to try 
their hand and ended up by staying on, 
and 1 Surveyor (Rodney).  Does that 
make 74? 

 

Sadly our old “Dig Dog” Tam did not 
make it to the end of the season, but 
yapped his last there up to the end. 
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Tel:  01556 680478 

Emails:  
alastair@sat.archaeologyIT.co.uk 

e.penman@virgin.net 
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N.B.  If anyone can lend us a JCB for a day 

to expose the EBA burials we would be 

extremely grateful as the most recent quote 

for the use of one is £200.00 

 
Web Site:  www.sat.org.uk 
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